
 
Minutes of the Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group meeting held on Wednes-
day 9 October 

Attendance: 
Nick Acklam (Chair) Present 
Charlotte Cane Present 
Penny Greenhill Not Present 
Jo Riches  Present 
Sarah Phipps-RhodesNot present 
Catherine Gibson Present 
Diana Ward  Present 
Jon Dunnett  Present 
Ian Poole   Present 
Jon Cane   Present 

Apologies for absence from Penny Greenhill 

1. MINUTES of the last meeting were approved. Nick welcomed Ian Poole to his 
first substantive Project Group meeting 

2. FUNDING AND RESOURCES 
The application for funding for £8,750 for FY 2019/20 has been fully ap-
proved.  Funding should arrive in the PC account shortly.  Nick had had a 
constructive conversation with AECOM who would supply the technical sup-
port to provide a design code element for Plan. A decision on this was expect-
ed imminently.  Letters and briefs inviting tenders for the landscape appraisal 
had been sent to four landscape architects.  All were aware that we wanted to 
appoint to the task quickly. 

3. WORK STREAM REVIEWS   

Overview 

Leads reported on each work stream referring to their summaries (attached). 
A general discussion followed and Ian made recommendations on next steps.  
He focused on the three key areas of work that would push the Plan forward 



by developing a package of evidence on which the Plan’s policy could be 
based: 

• The above mentioned landscape appraisal which would inform all work 
streams but particularly housing, landscape features, zones of separation. 

• The AECOM design code particularly important as ECDC had not undertak-
en an appraisal for our Conservation Area 

• A residents’ survey - we were inclined to seek views of all inhabitants of 
Reach over 16 rather than survey at the household level. 

The three activities could run in parallel.  For the moment we were waiting on 
outside input on activities 1 and 2 but the Group recognised that it should now 
push on with the survey.  We agreed that it would be a single package which 
could be completed on paper and online.  We also recognised that our en-
gagement with the village before and during the survey would be critical in 
maximising returns from all quarters of the village.  Nick agreed to draft the 
survey and asked for questions from work stream leads by 31 October. 

Housing 

The Group agreed that a ‘do nothing’ option on housing allocation would leave 
the Plan toothless.  It saw sense in the allocation small amount of land for 
housing to protect against undesirable development especially as our Local 
Plan is unlikely to provide any protection in the foreseeable future.  The chal-
lenges would be in where to allocate and the type of housing prescribed. 

Zones of Separation  

We would almost certainly subsume this into housing and landscape elements 
of the Plan. Ian mentioned that we should ensure that the Landscape Archi-
tect undertaking the appraisal was fully briefed on our concerns about coales-
cence with Burwell. 

Recreation and Green Spaces.  

The importance of Green Space designation was made by Ian.  Hythe and 
Fair Green to be formally designated but also possibly Barston Drove.  Ian’s 
advice was to be comprehensive in listing and to include aspirations such as a 
cycle path to Burwell.  The Group saw significant overlaps with Environmental 
Conservation and agreed that Catherine and Diana (as the leads of Recre-
ation and Environmental Conservation) should meet to ensure that work in 
both areas was covered to best effect. 

Heritage Assets 

Jon emphasised the Devil’s Dyke-Village Green-Hythe-Reach Lode spine that 
ran through the neighbourhood and suggested that this should be reflected in 
our Plan. The group agreed.  There was discussion of assets that individually 
might fall beneath the radar (older vernacular houses that had not been Listed 



 for example).  The centrality of the landscape appraisal and design code     
 work to protect and enhance Reach’s assets was recognised. 

 Landscape 
The group recognised the fragility of our landscape views given the flat, open  
and largely treeless nature of our neighbourhood.  As about two thirds of our  
neighbourhood formed part of  the Wicken Vision land and much of the re-
mainder would be visible from with the Vision area,  the Group saw an impor-
tant role in coordinating with the National Trust which was in the process   
of undertaking its own landscape appraisal for Vision Land. Ian counselled   
that there was no reason why we should not include aspirations to improve   
our visual landscape through for example better routing of electricity in-
frastructure 

 Green Energy 

Jo reported that the Swaffham Prior scheme was continuing to progress.   162 
Prior residents had signed up and no technical show toppers had been en-
countered.  There was some prospect of being able to transfer the concept to 
Reach although Tony Jordan’s (unsatisfactory) engagement with commercial 
companies meant that we would be reliant on Cambridgeshire CC support 
and funding.   Discussion around supplementing environmental heat sources 
with a wind turbine revealed that Reach Solar Farm was in conversation with 
Cambridgeshire CC on the feasibility of such an option.  Jo and Charlotte to 
speak out of committee to deconflict. 

 4.  THE HYTHE 
  

The Hythe was seen as a key element of recreation, environmental conserva-
tion and heritage assets.  Nick reported that he had chased Anglian Water a 
month after the meeting with AW representatives on the Hythe.   AW reported 
that they were researching the background but remained committed to engag-
ing with us.  Nick to follow up if no response by 5 November. 

 5.  DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 No decision was taken on the date of next meeting which would be deter  
 mined by responses from landscape architects and AECOM.  A meeting would 
 be arranged to review those responses to finalise the household survey, its  
 timing and the communication package around it.  

If you have any enquiries regarding these minutes please contact Nick Acklam, Chair 
of the Project Group, on 01638 743749 or email acklam@reach-village.co.uk


